HUNAN

friends, and a choice selection of the rough element were all
screaming vituperations at one another. My side, in a minority
but with the conviction of rectitude, was putting up a good
show but was slowly but surely being shouted down. A Chinese
crowd, perhaps any mob, may gradually work itself up to the
pitch where deeds take the place of words, but once the crisis
is past and the matter is one of argument again, the danger is
past. I entered violently, made for the man who appeared to
be in authority, and began my denunciation. I used few
Chinese words, and those mostly obscene. Huge, unkempt,
wild-eyed and not yet hoarse, I fairly irrupted into the con-
ference, cursing and swearing, shouting at the top of my voice.
The tide of battle turned. Between spasms of abuse which had
served me well as a coach of oarsmen on the Cam, I bandied
the names of Marshal Chiang and the King of England in
Chinese : as soon as I had a hearing, I bade my allies join
in with protests at this international outrage, this horrible
jettison "of "face55. The magistrates, caught between two
fires, became worried, and finally papers were signed by both
sides to the effect that a misunderstanding had occurred but
had been settled amicably. Finally we made a more or less
dignified retreat. I never found out just what had happened,
whether the actress had maligned us to cover her late return,
or some agitator had been at work : whether they wanted my
money or my life. It was only when I got back to Changsha
to face a highly displeased boss that I saw an item in the local
press to the effect that a huge foreigner, after raping an actress
at Siangyin, had fought his way out with a revolver.

Meanwhile history was moving on. On Chiang Kai-shek's
birthday the citizens of the Chinese Republic subscribed, city
by city and province by province, to buy him an air force. I
believe over fifty up-to-date war planes were purchased from
America. Hunan's contribution was three fighters, and the
whole city went out to see the handing-over ceremony and
christening. The three aircraft were named " Changsha '*,
" Opium Suppression No. i " and " Opium Suppression
No. 2 ". The population cheered and clapped loudly at this
felicitous choice. Then the British Ambassador, making his
Grand Tour and incidentally paying a compliment to the new
Hankow-Canton railway, arrived from Hankow. This was an
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